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WHAT IS THE BURKINI POLEMIC?

The burkini was created by a Lebanese-born Australian woman.
The goal of the burkini is to marry swimwear with Islamic values.

The fabric: 100
percent polyester, is
lightweight,
breatheable, resistant
to chlorine, quick-
drying — and
provides UV
protection.



AUGUST 23, 2016, NICE, FRANCE

Armed Police approach woman
resting on the beach in a burkini... Police obliged the woman to
remove blue cover up



FRENCH PRIME MINISTER SUGGESTS

naked breasts represent France better than a headscarf

Manuel Valls gave a rousing
speech in which he hailed the
bare breasts of Marianne, a
national symbol of the French
Republic........

“Marianne has naked breasts
because she is feeding the
people! She is not veiled,
because she is free! That is
the republic!”



August 26, 2016

France’s highest administrative court, the Council of State, ruled
against a decision by the mayor of the resort town of Villeneuve-
Loubet to ban the burkini .

“clearly it was discriminatory “In Riyadh and the Riviera, women have

against Muslim women, given to fight for the right to be themselves”™

that neither Catholic nuns in
their habits nor women of

European origin with
sensitive skin — were forced
to strip at the beach”.

Sanam Naraghi Anderlini,
The Guardian,
August 2016



Is covering up really the issue....??

Women'’s Surfsuits  Anti jellyfish stinger suits Scuba diver suits



IS THE FACE COVERING THE ISSUE?

Is there something to hide?....



IN CHINA...

At a beach outside
Qingdao, China, it’s all
about covering up, to
protect against jelly fish
and against the sun....

Wired Magazine



Meanwhile in Brighton, U.K.....



OR IS IT THE FACT THAT THE COVERING IS CONNECTED
WITH A RELIGIOUS BELIEF?



ASPECTS OF THE BURKINI POLEMIC IN CONTEXT

FOR INTERCULTURALISTS

* |dentity politics plays a big role

- What is “appropriate dress” for women in different
cultures and within different contexts and environments?

- Is the burkini a “provocation”, a “visible symbol of the
subjugation of women” or simply an expression of “free
speech™?

« How can Interculturalists deal with these issues in
education and training?



WHAT IS SHOCKING AND WHAT |S ADMISSABLE?



EXPECTATIONS VIOLATIONS THEORY AND WHAT IS ACCEPTABLE?

- Expectancies are primarily based upon social
norms *

« Violations of expectancies cause arousal or
anger and compel the recipient to initiate a
series of cognitive appraisals of the violation™*

«  When individuals wear clothing that is
deemed inappropriate for a given situation, or
when an individual's clothing does not seem
to match their perceived status or position in
the community, this can constitute an
expectancy violation.*™* This often leads to
Judgement.

* Judee Burgoon,research on proxemics, 1970s
** Floyd, K, Interpreting and Evaluating Expectancy Violations Research, Human Communication Research, 1999
*** Dunbar, Noah, “Clothing and Teacher Credibility, ISRN Education, 2012



SYMBOLS OF OUR IDENTITY...



How can Interculturalists deal with

these issues in Education and Training?

Information Campaigns

Working to Change Perceptions :
Reframing

Creating Person to Person Contact



Information Campaigns:
Covering up is NOT at odds with Feminism....

Women’s March for equal rights

Muslim feminists reclaim the hijab
to fight the patriarchy



Standing up for women’ s rights is Not connected I*I
to what people wear on the beach....



COUNTERING PUBLIC OPPOSITION TO IMMIGRATION
WITH INFORMATION CAMPAIGNS

January 9, 2017, CEPR The Centre for Economic Policy Research, Japan study

Exposure to fact based information in Japan was found to increase an individual’s
likelihood of supporting immigration by between 43% and 72%. This suggests
that information campaigns are a very promising avenue for
policymakers aiming to redress hostility to immigration.

Giovanni Facchini Yotam Margalit Hiroyuki Nakata
Professor of Economics, Associate Professor of Associate Professorin
University of Nottingham and Political Economy, Tel Finance, University of

University of Milan Aviv University Leicester



CHANGING PERCEPTIONS, REFRAMING

In countries like the U.S., the UK, Greece,
Italy and others, the proportion of people
who agreed that there are too many
immigrants in their countries fell
sharply when people were told how
many foreigners actually reside there.

Many Europeans are not aware that the
British diaspora, some 5 million people,
is the eighth largest in the world.

Source : International Organization for Migration



CHANGING PERCEPTIONS, PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Actual and Perceived Numbers of Muslims in Western Europe



What are some effective approaches to bridging the gaps...???

An example from Ireland, In Bill Clinton’s eulogy to Martin McGuiness
he stated that he had managed to... “expand the definition of ‘us’, and
shrink the definition of ‘them’”.



It" s not a zero sum game.... Economists point out the benefits of immigrants to

Europe.. Lets focus on the FACTS:

1)

2)

3)
4)

5)

s e =

Demographics, Germany, Italy, Greece all countries with low fertility rates and
declining population, who will pay for our pensions?

Growth in the immigrant population has increased pressure on public
services, this is more than compensated by increased tax revenues

Immigrants constitute important consumer groups in some countries
Autogrill: Our immigrant workers are a vital source of enrichment in Italy

A significant number of health care workers, doctors, nurses and caretakers in
Europe are immigrants in their European country of residence, filling a critical
shortage

European Commision: Impact of Immigration on Europe’ s Societies
UK, Huffington Post

European Commision: Impact of Immigration on Europe’ s Societies
Caritas e Migrantes, Rapporto Immigrazione 2014

OECD Study on Foreign Born health care professionals



PERSON TO PERSON CONTACT, AN EXAMPLE FROM CANADA |



JUNE IS IMMIGRANT HERITAGE MONTH, USA  ‘mERitace

MCOCMTE
Join the Movement!
#IAmAnImmigrant
Hsin-Fen and Luis Jeff and Colby, Lincoln Illhan and Lulete,
Carlos, Tucson Arizona Nebraska, imigrants Minneapolis Minnesota,
Immigrants from Taiwan Jrom Germany and immigrants from Somalia

and Mexico U.K.

Illhan: “An elderly woman the other day said to me;
“I fight silently so that you are able to have a voice.”


http://www.iamanimmigrant.com/generate/

FACEBOOK , MEET AMUSLIM, CALIFORNIA, U.S.A.

https://www.facebook.com/MeetAMuslimCommunity/

“Join us and meet your fellow
community member an ordinary
Muslim, talk to them. This is the
best way to get to know them and
get answers to any of your
questions about their faith,
practices, ISIS, treatment of
women, terrorism, Sharia law, etc.
They will be very Open and share
their thoughts from their own
personal experience and
perspective. “



AS SIETARIANS, WHAT INFORMATION, REFRAMING AND
PERSON TO PERSON INITIATIVES CAN YOU TAKE PART IN?

WHAT ARE OUR CHALLENGES?

As Interculturalist we have a lot of work to be done!!
How can more research be funded, carried out and disseminated?

How can we share information, be fact checkers and enable people to
see the situation as it is and not in an exagerated context?

How can we utilize reframing techniques to put things into perspective?

How can we carry forward with our “business of creating intercultural
awareness ?



As Sietarians.....
HOW CAN WE CREATE PEOPLE TO PEOPLE BRIDGES?



